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Listening Comprehension Test for 8th Form Students

What goes around comes around
One day a man saw an old lady on the side of the road. He could see she needed help. So he pulled up in front of her Mercedes and got out. 

Even with the smile on his face, she was worried. No one had stopped to help for the last hour or so. Was he going to hurt her? He didn’t look safe; he looked poor and hungry.

He could see that she was frightened, standing out there in the cold. He knew how she felt.

He said, “I’m here to help you, ma’am. Why don’t you wait in the car where it’s warm? By the way, my name is Bryan Anderson.”

Well, all she had was a flat tire, but for an old lady, that was bad enough. Bryan crawled under the car. The ground was wet and cold but soon he was able to change the tire. But he had to get dirty and his hands hurt.

As he was finishing his work, she rolled down the window and began to talk to him. She told him that she was from St. Louis and was only just passing through. She couldn’t thank him enough for coming to help her.

The lady asked how much she owed him. But Bryan just smiled. This was not a job to him. This was helping someone in need. He told her that if she really wanted to pay him back, the next time she saw someone who needed help, she could give that person the assistance they needed, and Bryan added, “And think of me.”

He waited until she started her car and drove off. It had been a cold and depressing day, but he felt good as he headed for home.

A few miles down the road the old lady saw a small cafe. She went inside to eat something and to have a warm drink. The waitress came over and brought a clean towel to wipe her wet hair. She had a sweet smile. The old lady wondered how someone who had so little could be so giving to a stranger. Then she remembered Bryan.

After the lady finished her meal, she paid with a hundred dollar bill. The waitress quickly went to get change for her hundred dollar bill, but the old lady went away. The waitress wondered where the lady could be. Then she noticed something written on the napkin.

There were tears in her eyes when she read what the lady wrote: “You don’t owe me anything. I have been there too. Somebody once helped me out, the way I’m helping you. If you really want to pay me back, here is what you do: Do not let this chain of love end with you.”

Under the napkin were four more $100 bills.

That night when she got home from work and climbed into bed, she was thinking about the money and what the lady had written. How could the lady have known how much she and her husband needed it? 

She knew how worried her husband was, and as he lay sleeping next to her, she gave him a soft kiss and whispered soft and low, “Everything’s going to be all right. I love you, Bryan Anderson.”

Listening Comprehension Test for 8th Form Students

Remember: you are NOT allowed to take notes at ANY time when the text is being read to you.

Decide whether these statements are true or false:

1. One day a man saw an old lady on the side of the road who needed help. 
2. The old lady was happy to see the man when he came up to her. 
3. The man looked happy and rich.

4. For an old lady flat tire is a problem. 
5. The old lady told the man a lot about herself. 
6. She paid him for the work he did. 
7. The man was very sad that day. 
8. The old lady drove straight home. 
9. The waitress who worked in the café was poor but nice. 
10. The waitress was Bryan’s wife. 
Reading Comprehension Test for 8th Form Students

Text 1
Read the story. Use the information in the story to answer the questions below. Mark the correct letter A, B, C, or D.

A SAD STORY
Three men came to New York for a holiday. They came to a very large hotel and took a room there. Their room was on the forty-fifth floor.

In the evening the three men went to the theatre and came back to the hotel very late.

‘I am very sorry,’ said the hotel clerk, ‘but our lifts are not working. If you do not want to walk up to your room, you will have to sleep in the hall.’

‘No, no,’ said one of the three men, ‘no, thank you. We do not want to sleep in the hall. We shall walk up to our room.’

Then he turned to his two friends and said: ‘It is not easy to walk up to the forty-fifth floor, but I think I know how to make it easier. I shall tell you some jokes. Then you, Andy, will sing us some songs. Then you, Peter, will tell us some interesting stories. That will pass the time.’

So they began to walk up to their room. Tom told them many jokes. Andy sang some songs. At last they came to the thirty-fourth floor. They were very tired.

‘Well,’ said Tom, ‘now it is your turn, Peter. Tell us a long and interesting story with a sad ending.’

‘I shall tell you a story’, said Peter. ‘It is not long, but it is sad enough: we left the key to our room in the hall.’

1. ______ men came to New York.
A. 2

B. 3

C. 4

D. 5

2. Their room was on the __________ floor.
A. 54th

B. 45th

C. 55th

D. 15th

3. The three men enjoyed a  _______ in the evening.
A. piece of artwork

B. performance

C. match

D. race

4. When they came back ____.
A. the hotel door was locked

B. the hotel door was broken

C. they found out they had left the key

D. they found out they had to walk for a long time

5. The man decided to____.
A. go back to the theatre

B. sleep in the hall

C. sleep in their room

D. give a hard time to the hotel clerk

6. On the way to their room one of them __.
A. told stories 

B. fell down 

C. cried

D. fell asleep

7. Another man ____.
A. danced 

B. laughed 

C. sang 

D. played a ball

8. It was a(n) ____ walk up.
A. hard 

B. simple 

C. easy

D. effortless

9. Peter was asked to tell them a story with a  _____ end.
A. cheerless 

B. positive  

C. cheery

D. joyful

10. The main idea of Peter’s story was:
A. ‘I don’t want to go with you’ 

C. ‘My story is not very long’ 

C. ‘The lifts are not working’

D. ‘We won’t be able to open our room’

Text 2

Read through the text and choose one answer for each question. Mark the correct letter A, B, C or D.

Elizabeth Blackwell was born in England in 1821, and emigrated to New  York  City when she was ten. One day she decided that she wanted to become a doctor. That was nearly impossible for a woman in the middle of the 19th century. After writing many letters asking for admission to medical schools, she was finally  accepted by a doctor in Philadelphia. 

In 1849, after graduating from medical school, she decided to continue her education in Paris. She wanted to be a surgeon, but a serious eye infection crashed her plans.

Returning to the USA she found it difficult to start her own practice because  she was a woman. By 1857 Elizabeth and her sister, also a doctor, along with  another  female doctor, could open a new hospital, the first  for women and children. Besides  being the first female physician and founding her own hospital, she also founded the  first medical school for women.

11. Where had Elizabeth lived till she was ten?

A. in New York  

B. in England  

C. in Philadelphia  

D. in Paris

12. What did she do in Philadelphia?

A. she worked as a doctor  

B. she studied at a medical school
C. she wrote letters   
D. she taught medicine at school

13. What country did she continue her education?

A. in England  

B. in the USA  
C. in France  
D. on the Philippines  

14. Why couldn’t she become a surgeon?

A. she couldn’t get to medical school  

B. she decided to continue her education in Paris

C. because of a serious eye infection 

D. it was difficult for her to start practice

15. What was the main problem for her as a doctor?

A. she was a woman  

B. she wrote too many letters

C. she couldn’t graduate from medical school  

D. she couldn’t open her hospital

Writing Comprehension Test for 8th Form Students

Choose one of the three suggested topics and comment on it.

1.  Pets are important members of the family. Do you agree? Why or why not?

2. Do you have any special holidays in your family? What is special about them?

3. You were invited by a friend of yours to visit a holiday in a foreign country. What do you know about holidays in this country?

